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by his sincere application to the first, and his sin-
cere desire to be led into the number of the last;
God, who knew those desires of his heart to be sin-
cere, and aiming at a right end, was pleased to make
a more clear discovery of himself to him by vision
and revelation; teaching him more than he could
ever have obtained by all the study and application
imaginable.

It is not doubted however that Abraham was the
first teacher of astronomy and of arithmetic in the
world, and perhaps of the several branches of the
mathematics; the ancients affirm, that he taught
the Phoenicians, that is to say, the Canaanites
among whom he lived, and the Egyptians also, all
the knowledge they had, whether philosophical or
divine.

Thus then, whatever notions we have now enter-
tained of magic as diabolical, yet certainly, as our
Saviour says in another case, in the beginning it was
not so. In the first ages of the world, the knowledge
of magic was the wisdom of nature; and nothing
but ignorance brought men to prostitute them-
selves to the Devil for the increase of their under
standings.

And this indeed is the way by which magic, and
the knowledge of the most excellent things, has
been abused in the world; when men seeking be-
yond themselves for knowledge, and ignorant of
the way to increase true knowledge, have been
imposed upon to make use of wicked and dia-
bolical methods to obtain it ; the Devil not only
readily concurring to assist them, but openly acting
with them by concert, to encourage the delusion.

Hence the weakest and most impotent of all ca-
pacities, mere fools excepted, have been found
sufficient to make tools for the Devil; who hard-
ening them for his own work, trains them up to
his hand, with such an unwearied diligence, that